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An outstanding pege in the histor: of sust- 
ralian Ham Kadio was written ten vears ano, 
when in October 1935, the untiring effort of 
the above Hams was rewarded by the birth of 
"AMATEUR RaDIO." 


Ten vears ago, these Hams in their wisdom 
saw the need for some publication wherein ®#il 
Divisions would have an equal opportunity of 
expressing ideas, news and results of experi- 
ments. In effect they visualised a magazine 
to be the mouthpiece of the Federal Orranis~ 
ation.. Today, we the present Magazine Committee 
can truly claim that “amateur Radio" is an in- 
tegral part of Ham Radio in australia, 


Bearing in mind that its production is, and 
always has been a@ spare time job for tho mag- 
azire Committee, we can be pardoned for accla- 
iming its survival @s a meritorious achieve- 
ment that could be brought about onl: by the 
spirit of Ham Radio. . 


After nearly six vears of publication, when 
it was becoming equal to an other mapazine-- 
published, the outbreak of war inflicted a soft 
back so serious, that it was onl: by retrenche 
ment to its present form that it was able to 
survive. 

We look to the future with confidences, hav- 
ing already plans for the post-war “s.mateur 
Radio” under consideration awaiting the day 
when they mar be placed in the hands of the 
printer. 
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ELECTRONIC VOLTMETERS 


ee From an &irticle by J, H. Potts .. 


Within the past few years the electronic voltmeter has 
become widely acceptad as one of the most simple accurate and 
convenient. instruments for measuring DO voltages in high 

- impedance Peres Tes 


Essentially ‘the. electronic voltmeter diffors from other 
vacuum tude voltmeters in that it is designed to measure DC 
voltages only. By limiting its application to M measurements, 
greater stability, accuracy and simplicity and veedily obtained. 
‘These advantages are extended to AC measurements when the slece 
tronic voltmeter is emploved in conjunction with a sui rable 
rectifier, In addition such instruments may bo cesianed to s 
as ohm-meters, a5 well 98 voltmeters, and in such appiicétions 
enable measurement of extremely high’ resistances,. 


FUNDAMENTAL C CIRCULD e The etontnk cirenit of one of the 

aS simples t types of electronic voltmeters 

is shown in Pig 1. ..Tne meter in the 

cathode aneett Of--the trioas indicates the cathode current. 
When 4 negative DC “‘woltaze is applied to the grid, the current 
decreases and vice versa. Thus the meter may be. calibrated to 
indicaté both the polarity and the magnitude of the DC voltage 
under measurement, 


Now let us see what design 
considerations are involved in 
this simple circuit. First to 
complete thé grid cirevit when 
the voltmeter is Cisconnected 
from tho circuit ender test, the 
resistor R must be used, 4 high 
DC ve.7$ . J. resistinee of the order of 10 
Be Aer = 3 megolms, is desirable, since the 

amount of circuit locding and 

the onms per volt rating depond 
upon the value of the resistance 
chosen. Thus, if KR is 10 megohms 
and the meter is calibrated to 
read up to 5 volts negsvive or 
positive the sonsitivity is 

equal to 2,000,C0O ohms per volt, To duplicate this sonsitivity 
using a misroamme ter and a series multiplier, without the vacuum 
tube, would require & center zoro moter desigacd oe feflect to 
full scale in cither direction for 4 current of 2.5 microannsTese.s 


= 3 - 


Damage due to , avo sdonted ovérload of the moter in the elce- 
tronic voltmeter may be guerded against in the design. . Re 
sorven as A: limiting roristor which prevents the plate-current - 
and cxthodoe. current + Prom rising to extreme values should the 
apulive positive voltaga exceed the range of the motor, When 
the AOpLisd grid voltage is negative the eacthode current cecrcase 
es, so the only effeot of excessive voltago of negative polatity 
_is to reduce the meter current to 2covo, so no dama go can possibly 
: result. 


The use of the cathode resistor Rl provides degenoration so 

that greator stability is securod, Minor variations in tube 
characteristics then have negligable offect upon the coilivration 
of the meter, Howover, Rl must not be too high in valus, othore 
wiso tho tube will function as a detector and altornating volte 
ages in the circvit under test will produce a re sebifiod volte ge 
which will register on the meter, To. avoxrd this the cathode 
resistor is so chosen that the bias applied enables tiw tube to 
operate as a class A amplifier, and the plate voltage is selocted 
to mest tho range of the meter chosen, 


OPERATING | POINT »- & grid voltago, plate curront charactoristid 
of a typical triode is shown in Fig ©. Note 
that the operating point is chosen at @ grid bias which produces 
a plate current of 0.5 Ma. The voltagos and resistances in the | 
circuit are so chosen that this value of plate current occurs in 


approximately the middle of srciiineeeoomtitbcarsentinaseeoteemeie 
the straight portion of the : 
Eg - Ip curve, Thus a lia 


meter will read half scale 

when the clectronic voltneter Fic 
is operating, but with no 
test voltage applicd, If this 

point on the voltmeter scale 

is calibrated as 2 ero, then x : 
a 5 volt change in anegative pees 
direction will cause @ sime 
ilar deflection in the opp- 
osite direction, It should ; 
be noted that, although ae 
changos in tubo operating : 
voltages will causc an in- F eae S 
crease or decrease in the 

MOTEOP CUPPENE , CHG WLLL OG mere nenen: 
affect the calibration provided means are omploved to rowadjust 
the plate current to 0.5. 


PPERATING 


PREVENTING RECTIFICATION ... Since the operating point chosen 
is such that the deflection in @ 
‘ positive direction is substantially the same as that in 4 
negative direction for equal voltages of polarity, it follows 
that AC voltages within thc operating range of the voltmeter 


Pa: he 


will not be rectificd provided they ars of pure wave form, If 
however, the alternating voltage applied is unsymmetrical in form, 
or of sufficient mégnitude to Arive the bies bdovond cutoff, rocti-~- 
fication will result unless special precautions are taken ee is 
doné by employing @ simple roesistanco-cayecity filter. kn th Cc grid 
circuit, @s shown in Fig 5. Tho resistance can he placed in the 
. probe end of the shielded cable which plugs into the input terminels 
of tho clectronic voltmeter, 
4 small capacitances, of the order 
of 0.001 mfd is placed across tho 
input circuit. . The grounded 
shield forms the balance of the 
‘capacitive section of ths filter 
circuit, By placing the resistor 
in the probe the shielded caéblc 
Spe capacitiance is cffectively isol- 
esl Se ; atod from the circuit under tost, 
7S OS RRS ee and it becomes possible to moeusure 
DC voltages in tuned cireuits with- 
out, introducing any more loading 
than would result if the isolating 
‘pesistor alone were shunted: across tho cirevit. under tost. Since 
it.is possible to make this resistance 1 meogohm or more, moasuro- 
monts of DC in radio frequeney circuits are thus made possible — 
withovt appreciable detuning offect. 
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COMMERCIAL 1 DESIGN .. Ths complete circuit of & typical commercial 
design of electronic voltmuteor, as employed in sigel tracing 
instruments of various types is shown in Fig 4. 
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The filter condenser Cl is limited to a capacity of 0.001 mf 
while a largor capacity would provide greater attenuation of /0 
voltages arriving at the grid, it would also incroaso the time 
constant of the input circuit to the oxtent that the interval 
requircd for the charge accumulated on the condenser to loak off 
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would become appreciable, During the period over which this 
charge is hold, tho veltage applied to the grid remains 
Gffective, so tho meter pointer doos not return to Zoro until 
this charge is dissipated, 


The 5000 ohm rheostat shown in the cathode circuit is 
adjusted to give the requirod sensitivity for the particular 
tubs chosen, Ones adjusted this rheostat seldom requires change 
when roplacoment tubos aro substituted, except when tho replaces 
ment differs widely in characteristics from thet for which the 
original calibration was made, The 10,000 ohm variable resistor 
is used to compensate for power supply changos, The normal 
applicd plate voltage (at the tubo plate) is 70 volts, 


RADIO FREQUENCY MEASUREMENTS ...R.F, measurements with the 

‘instrument can be made available 
by the use of a simpls vacuum tube rectificr such as thet shown 
if ran. 5, 
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The leads to the electronic voltmeter from the roctificr~ 
carry only DC and may therefore b quite long without ‘causing 
difficulties, It should be particularly cmphasizod that the" 
input resistor of the clectronic voltmoter must be open circuited 
when this rectifier is omploved, othcrwisce the sensitivity of the 
instrument will be appreciabl:y reduced, Tho "Contact” .p otential 
of the rectifier will produce a roading on the clectronic volt- — 
motor, even when no #C voltage is being measurod, but this may be 
takon into account when calibreting the instrumont for AC, which 
must be donc in any evént. Theo pvadings for AC will bo propor- 
tichal to tho ‘positive peak of ths voltage being tested, This 
will cause no error in measuring .sino waves, but inaccuracics 
will result if complex waves arc boing moasured, 
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TRANSITRON OSCILLATORS 


Wide Range and High Frequency stability with-untappod coils. 
34 t ' 


From an article in "Wirelvuss World". 
eeeeeesd 


Most readers are familiar with Hull's famous dime&tron oscilletor, 
A similar circuit, not so well known, is tho negative trans- 
conducténce oscillator which has been named the Transitron, 


This oscillator possesses essentiall y the same trpe of 
negative resistance characteristic as the dynetron, having all 
its advantagcs without its disadvantages, Its charactvristic 
is indopendent of secondary emission and remains precticelly 
constant for the life of the valve. It is a low power oscill- 
ator and will oscillate from 600 c/s to 60 Me/s by chenging the 
value of the associated L/C circuit. 


It is claimcd that changes in frequency resulting from a 
33% change in sercen volts may bo kept within 10 perts in 10.° 
Another great advantage is that no coil tapping is required &s 
in other typos of oscillators, All that is necessary to switch 
from 160 to 5 metres is to change the coil, 


The writer first built up 4 battery modcl on a broad-board, 

The circuit shown in Fig 1, tho ection being as follows:- Negative 
voltage applied to the suppressor caused olectrons that havo 
pessed through the sercun to be returncd, Over 4a certain range, 
& positive incroment of suppressor voltage allows more cloctrons 
to go to the anods, and thus decreases the sercon curront, which 
mveans that the suppressor-screon transconductance is negative. 
When this negative rosistance bocomes cqual to the cquivalent 
pusistance of the tuncd circvit (Rl in Fig 1) oscillation results, 
Fig 2 shows the sercen current 
BASIC sercon voltage charactoristic 

Ck O being the operating point. 
The rolativs values of C2 and 
Re ero important, if thoy arc 
so small thet tho roactance of 
C2 is appreciable in compere 
ison with R2 at the desired 
frequeney of oscillation, then 
the voltéege dividing actior~ of 
C2 and R2 causes the change of 
suppressor volts to bo less 
than that of the sercen, and 
the system stops oscillating. 


It is desirable to keep the 
amplitude of oscillation small, 
so 4s to keep the wave-form and 
frequency stability good, Ifa 
smali negative bias is applicd 
to the control grid, the total 
current Piowing to the screen — 
may bo controlied and the nege 
ative dlope of the current/ 
voltage charactcristic may be 
varicd, Henee a flerible moans 
is available for varving the 
magnitude of the nesasive roe~ rs 
sistance and thus the amplitude . 
of oscillation, By avrancing aiesiipees vieahante silaniostepiliacaaigiin 
for the oscillation voltage to SOPEEM VOLTAGE 
regulate the bias on the cone 
trol grid, additional amplitude FIC 2 
control may bo obtained, 
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It was found that with the brcadboard layout good oscillation 
was obtained down to 30 Mc/s. The circvit was thon built up on 
a small metal chassis, @ one point carthing system adopted and 
@ Mullard EFS5O placed in the cirecvit. (other suitable pentocdes 
suggosted aro typos 57, 58, 59, 6C6, 8J7 and 6K7). With suitable 
inductances the circuit was found to oscillete satisfactory down 
to a wavelongth of 34+ mvtros, 
Fig 3 shows the circuit used, It 
will be noted that tho suppressor 
bias has been omitted, as it wes 
found unnecessary with this type 
of valve 


tyr erercorenltaymnen: 
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The cnormous scopo for this oscill- 
ator will be scon from the follow- 
ing list of advantages. 
(a) Stability 
(b) Simplicity 
(c) Ease with which output can 
be controllcd 
(ad) Purity of waveform 
(c) Easo in band changing (only 
one inductance required) 
(f) Almost “ny pentodc valve 
will suffice. 
The only disadvantage suems to be that only low outputs can bo cxe 
pected if (a) and (d) arc to be satisfied, Some sugg.sted uses for 
this type of oscillator are as follows:- (a) genoral purposo os- 
cillator that wiil cover from 600 cycles to 60 Mc/s with variebdlo 
amplitude eae (b} Oscillator in a sup eee UE cag tapring 
on coil to causc switching trouble .*'(c) “as a’ frequone?y mutur, and 
(d) it should nek &@ good variable frequency cortrol for a 'Ham! 
transmittcr when tho good dévs return again, 
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SLOUGH BATS and FORAGE | OsFS. 


Well, well..,how aro all the bab: daughters???...,the 27C sons 
aro doing fb, thanks very mch, Hi} 


Into the shop @t 2¥vC the other Sunda~ mornin:: lobbed one of 
the old VA DX Merchents, one <LZ. Con looks vory fit and sesms 
to have ayia at long last, a job right suited to him, “fixing 
up thines" as an Sydney Ham can vouch for - thats Con's long 
suite. and I think Con would rather rogret the da: he loses the 
W.O. rank and sets a Commission where he would only bo “socing 
others fixed thinss" and Itm sure Con would rather be the “fixor' 
himself, 

Pilot Officer (ahom!) Rav Carter VK2HC sceoms to have landed up 
in V.4 and is very keon on Bisse work, which sooms to take him soo- 
ing tho sights, Savs ho sevs hams "“overywhore" Wall, where aro 
those notes om, haven't ~ou secon what the New: can do and ther 
nover leave FCT, Incidentally Wally wants to know how ménz times 
you want “amateur Hadio" redirectod per annum. If it was peeco- 
time we Would know it was simpl> a metter of nonpavment of rent. 


Saq/Liir. Morrie Mvers is still in VKS and I believe 44W is with 
him, What are you these davs .rthur, and when are you coming vp 
for the evenin::? 


Frank Goyen UX ovr old Vike WIA President now a Flight Loot 
up Wagra way is lighter by quite a few nice gallstones which he, 
so I believe, intends to seo if thoy act like quartz .. grind me 
one for 7 mc, Frank, om, 


VikeauLG Lt. Joo Ackerman is back erain in Australiats Never. 
never country &nd once more the possessor of &n outsize in Mouste 
achoes which, “he" claims is tho onvy of all, Reekons tho catch 
is thet h: has many times been pulled up by complete strangors 
being mistaken for 20Z John Olle...dbut adds ho can live tht down, 
perhaps. Hit John if you are in VIS 'phone reply to MU1O92, Hil 


2.LG has met quite a cross section of Hem Rafio, including OA4M. 
One day he héd lunch with a FL/Lt and durin: the moal he was asked 
if ho hed anv sigs expericonce before the War, on mentioning Militia, 
PMG and Hem Radio the visitor turned out to be SCX who was assoc- 
lated with SEM, 6JW 5ZX and ZL2SK among othors, I wonder how many 
times in how many varios climates has this search for & brothor 
Ham ended thus? Joe mentions meetings WSHHO, W6NFO and W5HRX, tho 
last being & Ham @nd a Doctor with a brother home in the States 
also a Ham and also a Doctor...a8 2ALG &i's,.Ripley., 2.MP, 2GG. 
2KE, 2FN, SXB, 2:.FI and 4VZ are also mentioned br 2ALG and some 
details of them would fi12 un quite = row linngs of vour pere, oms, 
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By tho wav 2: FY fom Slawson was mentioned as a PO 
official lists issuea lately, 


in the 


From Cpl, Dixon VK3te, stationed around Albury way, after much 
"touring" aroun’ the countr:> came @ note of his whereabouts, Glad 
to hear from vou, om, and passed it on the FI/Lt, Jones. We hope 
to take vou. for another é@émble around VIS ver: soon, STE mentions 
that 52D Ron Williams is now @ Loot in the éi-rmyv over in VK6, while 
S53B Jack Mills another Loot is at Bonecilla, 3WL Wally Neve is 
now @ Major and is stationed in VKe these days, ; 


Oscar. .Bl-th 3x a W.0. in R.A.a.F. is now doing duty in the 
tropics, Some of the Hams up there should be due for leave 
shortl;, @.L for one seems to have hed a long spell up there, 
How csoes it Frank,? 


Vierod still lanmuishes down in VK3, but seems to set about a 
good deal and renew acquaintance with many ViiS's and the VKe'ts 
that sojurn down in the “cold country," 


L/Tel Sid Clerk is still down at Flinders Naval. Depot and even 
met a Ham who <ot in touch with him by reading /mateur Radio, So 
vou see we srow in advertising value @nd very soon we will be 
charging to even mention your call in the colum, Hit Remember 
me to Ken Bracken, haven't seen him since the Millers Pt, days. 


I see where 8 ¢t,. Pilot Cec Light was on leave in London 
according to the Sydney Sun, but how long ¢so that was is a 
matter for very mech conjecture, &s -rov can all imagine, 


Herb Stevens 5J0 mentions that setting news of Hams is prattyr 
hard going, as most of the news is "taboo" Herb!s brother Bob 30J 
(Hope I have the right call sie for the richt brother!!!) has been 
up in VK9 for over six months keepins the rigs soins, with a spot 
of brasspoundins; whenever there is a shortare of ops. another case 
of the “useful ham" able to combine more than one job. Bob has 
also met W7GTH who is <ttached to a unit nearb-e and much midnight 
oil has been burnt yarning about "Ham Radio." 


50J mentions that S5VH is now jiajor Hoobin in case it has not 
&ppeared in this colum before, So the Hams are creepin; up in the 
rm” too as we have two Mejors in this issue,..anything higher than 
Majors ofvering oms??? Has anvbody ever worked ovt of the Non Coms 
in the Navy???? 

SVH of VK3 Field Dav fame certainly deserves his Mejor being 
called up at the outbreak of the War and seosing services in the M.E. 
in Libia, Crete, Greece and Srria and as soon as he returned home 
was at once sent to New Guinea, where his promotions beran,. He is 
back in VK again now and his job is too slow. Hi! 


And now my usual “winve" ag you all call it. I want some more 
notes as I haventt a solitary one left over for the next issue, have 


ing used up mv “reserves,” 
Ty Sat acme 


e. Bodearal Hoadquaértcrs .-« 


Federal Hoadquaerters are in receipt of a letter from the China 
Lmateour Radio toarmue who stato that it is thoir intention to hold 
® Gonvention end Exhibition in Chunrking on lst. Januery 19°", 
The. C,A.R.L, askod for an Exhibit of equipment from the I... or 
"Ailine that a collection of &s1 cards. 


The Executive folt thet it would be impossible to forward equip} 
mont to China, Sut every endvoavor should be made to forwerd a 
collection of isl cards and that Divisional Secretarics be written 
to and asked thet thoy contact thoir members in an endeavor to _ 
obtain cards, Those cards to be forwarded to the Federal Sccretary, 
who would arrange for thoir transmission to Chungking, 


In addition it was decided that the nocessary authorities he 
approached with a view of arranging @ broadcast ovor the National 
Shortwave Network similer to thet arrensed by the n.5.G.3. and the 
ee 


NEW | SOUTH WALES —DIVIS LON 
The Scptember Goneral M:otins of the New South Wales Division 
held at ae “M.C.4. Buildings, took tho form of a Picture Night 
in aid of the Austrelian Comforts Fund "adopt a Soldior Scheme,” 
Tho function was a creat success no less than Thirteen pounds 
boing realised - sufficient to keep five soldiers in comforts for 
twelve Benth As the Division was alread. kee pins ono soldier 


this mikes our totel, six, Our object is ten anc the ménner in which 


ere continue to roll in make it reasonably certain that this 
object will be attained, 


Quite a number of interesting visitors were oresent ineluding 
Wal W6MWO, Jim 2L4¢AF, Frank ZLSCD, @nd Cec Horne 2AIK, In view of 
the ceromonr to follow, it wes fitting that 24IK shovld be prosent. 
_&48s most of you chaps' know Cec was secretary of the Division at the 
outbreak of war end was alwars vory koon on inausurate some form of 
umerroney communication per medium of U.H.F. and drew up several 
schomes for submission to tho authoritics, Cec, who was on leave 
from his unit, is 4lso a World War 1 veteran and joined up with 
tho "Old ana Sold" carly in this war. 


another ploasins feature of the attendance was the number of 
ladics present, not. forretting, of corse, 4 fow junior opvrators, 
Wonter if anvone reco;jnised VLeI%? 
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Our thanks go to Messrs, Bernett and Nota together with their 
assistants who went to no end of trouble to provide a very intsere 
esting entertainment, Thanks, fellchs! 


During intermission the E.C.N. Trophy was presented to Section 
Leadsr Charles Fryar, VEENP, who was in charge of VL2JI, The Pres- 
entation was mee by the chairman who pointed out to Members the 
sterling work performed by 2NP, both as an operator and as Treffic 
Manager, These remarks were supported tr the secretary who stated 
that 2NP could be given the title of “a real good hem" without anv 
fear of contradiction. Mr. Frvar in his reply paid a triote to 
his fellow workers and stated that anvrthing he had done was purely 
and simply @ desire to help «mateur aadio, 


The chairman brought under the notice of members, 2 letter 
received by Federal Headquarters from the China Amateur Kadio League, 
and suggested that they hand into the Secretary their gsl cards for 
transmission to Chungking. 


At the time of Writing, no “ecision had heon made regarding the 
Anmeal Dinner. All members were cirenularis*¢ and although the 
majority of replies received were in favor, very few members could 
say definitely that ther could attend, 


EMERGENCY | COMMUNICATION NETVORK. 


The Secon’ Series of the New Message Handling Contest has just 
concluded end what a series it wast Thirteen points covered seven 
of the competing stations, +t the end of the first fortnight anyore 
of the seven had a chance of Winning, but from then on 2JC and 2JL 
put on @ great spurt with the result that at the end of the month 
they finished equal in the point score, It was & great performance 
on the pert of both stations and the fact that they scored an equal 
number of points is iniiicative of their operétion. Scoring 195 
points out of 200 is pretty goo’ going. Congratulations chaps. 


Here is the complete Point Score for a1] stations:e 


VL2 JC 195 VLe JK 185 
VKe JL 196 VLeJF 182 
Vie JP 137 VLe Ji 155 
VL2 JG 186 Vie JN 48 
VLE TS 185 


The above points dénote @ high standard of operating. Lest 
month VLeJJ won the Point Score with 188. This month scoring 
onlv three less, they could only make fifth place, So you see you 
can't afford to lose a single point, 


VL2JC. Congratulations chaps. You certainly put up a fine 
performance, If my memory serves me rightly, vou started off in 
“B" Division, but this did not worry you. Over the last few months 
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no stone was left unturned to improve this station, Never mind 
Eric, practice, practice, practice, : 


Vie JL 


VLeJP, 


ViedG. 


VL2TJ. 


VLEIK. 


Vie JF. 


< 
b> 
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Well done fellows; This station hés been knocking at the 
door ror &@ long time and was runner up to VL°dJI in the First 
Messéeo Hendling Contest, Thev tell mo’ all the boys are 
vory pleascd about the Code Session. Whatsa George? 


This station has:donc particularly well. It isa yeweomer 


to the Network end is real Dx for Controk, Operators "Shorty" 


Higgins and Ron Richardson are doing @ fine job, All oper- 
ators Will join in wishing "Shorty" all tho best in married 
life, So you decided to get marricd instead of buying a’ 
sheopskin to keep you werm, W ell, well, well. Think I must 
have known something that dav at Liverpool, om, You reckon? 


Gained @nother two points this month, but droppec back to 
fourth place, «« falling off in signal strength was the main 
cause, Even 2NP and his impeccable procedure covldnit 
counterbalance, 


A falling off in quality caused this station to drop back, 
These chaps are a keen buneh of workers, but I think you 
were over anxious to do well this time fellows, and this 
caused vour fownfall, Never mind, keep the Cup has another 
four months to. run, yet and you're still in the lead, Bo 
careful though, 


i particularly fine performénce on the pert of Ern Hodgkins, 
Ken Davidson & Co, 2d3C, 2JJ and 2JL will have to look to 
their leurels from now on or I'm @ poor judge, Glad you ‘took 
that mike in hand, Ken. Its not so bad is it?. ; 


This station has shown considerable improvement, mt unfor- 
tunately they head one bed period very early in the series 
that militated against their chances. Keep it up fellows, 
Its going to be tough next month, 


Has at last managed to put in a consistently stron & signal 
at Control but they cantt hear VL2JB. Wouldntt it! These 
chaps are worthy of a real good pat on the back for the 
manner in which they stick to the Job. They've cortainly 
hac some trials and tribulations. By the way Jack, how's 
thet generator? 


Old Rip Van Winkle has come to light at last so much so 
that he gained all his-points in onc session. Now listen 
oldtimer, keep it up and tets hear from you every week, 
I'm sure vou would like to see that cup on tho, Cocktail 
Cabinet sometime or other, 
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WESTHRN AUSTHALIAN DIVIS LOW 


ne et a a i ER a tt a a tena 


es Emerseney Communication Network ., 


vince last writing these notes, membors have had little to do 
in the way of message handling &ne such like, but much time and 
onorey has been spent in completing the installation at Central 
a trol 
OOon DVO . 


It is very eratifving to those coneerned to see the Transmitter 
and associated equipment operating so well. Many difficulties 
have cropped up, curing the period of construction and installation, 
but the manner in which they were overcome veflects great credit on 
the persons of 6GM and GLW and ther are to be consratulated on an 
excollent-job. : 


Little time wes lost in making use of tho Central and Mobile 
equipment. «#4 Synthetic Exercise wés held. on the evening of July 
50th involving Metropoliten Communication Staffs, and this date 
Will be remembered by HCN members as marking ths official use of 
the Bunergency Network, 


W ithout soing into minute deteils of the exercise, it can 
be said that the ECY provided the necessary commnications from 
severa). bombed out centres with little or no difficulty and in 
quick time. 


6GM was in control at the Contral Installation whilst the 
Mobile cquipment was in the hands of’ OFL and 6HL,. Message handling 
being done by members of the Control Gentres visited, This method 
leaves room for improvement as far as operation of the Mobile 
station is concerned and in future it is intended that the Mobile 
operators themselves will cdo all and anv mossage handling by that 
unit. 


Further to the @bove mentioned é@xercise ECN mombers had a 
surprise call et O0COO hours on the morning of August Srd, and 
proved thev could take it, by manning all stations in good time, 


In, this case they were not officially called upon to provide 
commnication Dut they took tho opportunity of conducting &@ further 
soriss of tests, This call showed uy a fow weak points which will 


heave to be pemedicd in the near future, 


Gencrelly speaking HCN membors are pleased with the results 
attaines so far, but it is felt that a grovator number of stations 
is required and that is a matter that Civil Defence Authorities 
will have to give careful thought in the near future, 

_ There is still a great deal of work to be ‘one, and with cone 
tinued support from all members we may rest assured thet the HON 
in this State will grow bigegcr end better and will rot bo found 
wanting if the real test cver comes, 


